Wedding Music

The following is an outline of a typical music set performed by Pat McKernan. It is, of course, only a sample and can be adapted and changed to suit your personal preferences.

Early Evening:

During pre-dinner drinks or during the meal it is usual to perform a selection of laid back songs and instrumentals. If an Irish angle to proceedings is needed, then songs such as Fields of Athenry or Sweet Sixteen can help create the mood. Examples of non-Irish songs would be: Layla (Eric Clapton)  Father and Son (Cat Stevens) Your Song (Elton John) Four Seasons in one day (Crowded House) Fly me to the moon (Sinatra)

If a violin player or a full band is engaged for the function then an extensive repertoire of Irish, classical and jazz instrumentals can also be performed at this time.

BRIDAL WALTZ

These days a Bridal Waltz is often not a waltz at all and is typically danced to some song which has a special significance for the couple. If enough notice is given we are happy to learn a song for you, or if you wish we can perform some other suitable number. Popular choices include:I can’t help falling in love with you (Elvis Presley)All I want is You (U2)

Have I told you lately (Van Morrison)

If you are having difficulty choosing a song we can perform an instrumental for your bridal dance, or you may even prefer to dance to a CD which is special to you both.

Dancing Music:

From our experience is is best to perform a mixed selection of music when the dancing begins. Plenty of fast songs such as Crocodile Rock ,Summer of ’69, 500 Miles, I’m a believer
will be included, as will many medleys of popular rock n roll songs and songs from the seventies and eighties. Slower songs are also important to allow some more “romantic” dancing. (Weddings can make people feel very romantic!). Typical songs in this genre would be:Angels (Robbie Williams)

Throw your arms around me (Hunters and collectors).

We also have a selection of “middle of the road” songs made popular by singers such as Dean Martin and Frank Sinatra. This type of material helps us to cover all age groups. We also like to throw in a few fast Irish songs such as:Whiskey in the Jar, I’ll tell my Ma, The Irish Rover.
These seldom fail to get people dancing and kicking up their heels. As a general rule we go with the crowd and read their mood and tastes as we go. We are happy to take requests!

Finishing up:

We have an endless “knees-up” instrumental medely, which has served us well for wedding circles as you move among your guests and say your goodbyes. It is usual to farewell the happy couple with Wish me luck as you wave me goodbye but we are happy to perform any song of your choice.

As previously stated, this outline is only a guide, and everything can be adjusted to suit your big day. Feel free to ask for any of your favourite songs….we know quite a few!

